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THE FUTURE SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OF OUR 
CONGREGATIONS. 
(Continued. ) 


Our post-biblical literature is no less copious in pointing out 
the functions of a Spiritual guide. These details have, so far as 
we know, not yet been collected and arranged as a whole, 
some functions being only occasionally alluded to as matters 
of course. On this account, we shall not make particular 
quotations, but refer our readers at once to the works whence 
we draw our information, giving meanwhile only the substance 
of it. 


These works are Apna 


p. 90; and the Gottesdienstliche Vortrage of Zunz, passim. 

The functions of a spiritual guide were these. He was to in- 
struct his flock in religious matters, both by regular courses of 
instruction, and by means of lectures from the pulpit ;—to super- 
intend and direct divine service ;—to solve the doubts and 
answer the on in religious and moral concerns, which 
might be laid before him by members of his flock ;—to exhort 
the dying criminal to confession and repentance ;—to settle 
those differences, arising between members of his flock, which 
the law of the country might permit to his control;—and to 
represent his congregation in spiritual matters. 

These claims, which our ancestors made on their spiritual 
guides, are such as we must still make on ours. Thrice happy 
the congregation, conducted by a head faithfull | 
these duties! Though we do not assert that the number of 
these functions is increased by the. exigencies of the present 
age, we are convinced that the scope of their operation has 
been much extended by it. There has been an age when, 
pi tie. bi the notions then prevailing, a Rabbi had fulfilled his 
duties, when he assembled round him youths, (n)n2) to whom 
he imparted Talmudical instruction, addressed his: flock twice 
or thrice annually from the pulpit, and answered questions as 
to and ws. and mpw. The standard by which his 
efficiency was estimated, was of course the notions of his duties 

en prevailing ;—and, according to the same principle, we 
calm to measure the extent of Rabbinical duties, at the present 
b Y,by the scale furnished by the notions of our time. This 

ranch of the question before us we have marked, 
b \¢) What are the duties imposed upon such a functionary 
y the spirit of the present age ? 

In contradistinction to bygone periods, our age may be defined 
h "aa in which attraction prevails over repulsion ; that is to say, 
roy triers which formerly separated the different classes of so- 

ety have fallen, their former isolation has given way to a 
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sional lectures, but a regular course, (and t 
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certain state of intercommunication, in which every notion en- 
tertained struggles into notice, and seeks to rally round it all 
that are similarly animated. Ours is an age, not so much of 
individuals as of associations; an age, in which public opinion 
exercises a more effective sway than in any of its predecessors ; 
an age, in which the civilized world, having become alive to 
its highest interests, the endeavour is no longer to force, but 
to lead; not so much to rule, as to direct. The altered rela- 
tions consequent upon this state of progress, may be easily 
conceived, and traced through the several heads already laid 
down. Hence, a Chief Rabbi may now be called upon to ex- 
ercise functions, the occasion for which could never occur to 
a Rabbi in former times. It is not the Talmud alone, but 
general religious instruction which is now +e sped, not occa- 

at too in the lan- 
guage.of the country) well digested, and effectively delivered. 
The present period will not admit a passiveness towards the 
exertions of others, even in a right direction; that energy is 
needful, which may actively direct and influence the elements 
which exist, justified and aided in the task, by that knowledge 
of the social and scientific position of the world at large, which 
alone can qualify to solve aes doubts, to answer those ques- 
tions, and to impart that advice and comfort, which are now 
demanded of a spiritual head. 

We now investigate another section of our enquiry. . 

(b) What are the duties especially imposed by the exigencies 
of the communities of this empire ? 

Besides the functions above enumerated, the present exi- 
gencies of the Jews in the British empire, impose upon their 
spiritual head other duties. A future Rabbi will find—a rising 
generation, almost without suitable educational provision ;— 
charitable institutions, that require revision, simplification and 
harmony ;—discontent with existing liturgical forms, and other 
difficulties of like character,—all of which will have to be re- 
medied by him. A future Rabbi will find a flock, which, owing 
to its numbers and resources, the position occupied by the 
mother-country, her connexions and relations externally, is 
destined to exercise a signal influence over the fate of Israel 
at large. This flock will expect to be led by him to that high 
position which it is destined to occupy. A future Rabbi will 
find rising congregations in the colonies, and in the new world, 
which will await the impulse which he shall give; they will 
be constituted after the model which he shall prescribe. 

We are now in a position to present a brief summary of the 
duties of the spiritual guide, who is about to be elected over 
the British communities. With respect to the internal economy 
of his administration ;—this will comprise, Ist. A careful super- 
vision of the education of his flock. 2nd. Instruction from 
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gical arrangements. 4th. Decision in ritual cases: Sth. The 
exercise of a suitable influence on Jewish charities, 6th. The 
rovision of spiritual comfort to the sick and distressed. 
"th. The consolidation of a system which may provide for 
and maintain a needful conformity on all essential points, on the 
part of distant congregations under his superintendence.—We 
are unable to enter into details, but it will be seen, that the last 
head comprises, a regulation of marriages, divorces, nyynw, &c., 
the license or ordination of religious functionaries for dependent 
congregations, &c. In so far as concerns the external relations 
of the office, all that can be said at present is, that the Spiritual 
Head of our communities will have suitably to represent us 
with all other religious bodies. 
From the preceding enquiries we are able to evolve— 
II. What are the qualifications requisite to be possessed by 
the Spiritual Chief, now to be elected ? 
and established 
shall in some wise be 


He must be a man of ascertained 
reputation, so that his former career 

a guarantee for his future course ;—he must be thoroughly 
acquainted with the various branches which properly consti- 
tute Jewish Theology;—he must be a classical scholar, in 
the accepted sense of the term;—he must possess ability 
to express himself with effect, both with the pen, and orally ; 
—he must have a practical knowledge of the world from 
personal observation ;—not only must he not be a passive 
spectator of what may transpire around him, but he must be 
endowed with that re of purpose which may give effect to 
his own zeal, while it guides that of others ina channel conducive 
to the interests which he represents :—and, moreover, he must 
have acquired a general insight into the wants and peculiarities 
of the various bodies among which he has to maintain a good 
understanding, and a bond of sacred union. 


The appeal to the various congregations, on this important 
subject, has been promptly answered. The Committee of the 
Great Synagogue, to the Secretary of which the replies have 
been addressed, has not since held a meeting ; and for that reason, 
the details and circumstances connected with those replies 
severally have not yet transpired; but we have great satisfaction 


in announcing, on neeey that the great principle propounded | 


in the resolutions published in our last, has met with that 
hearty concurrence on all sides which was anticipated ; and the 
future Chief Rabbi of our communities will, as we have reason 
to hope, represent that bond of union among them which will 
be at once their honor and their safety. It is yet too early to 
canvass personal claims to what, from our peculiarity of posi- 
tion, either is, or will be, the most important post among 
European Jews. We have ofly to repeat, that if some one 
eminent name shall be found to unite the suffrages of a majo- 
rity, rendering a contested election and its inconveniences 
avoidable, then, it will be scarcely needful to do more than 
arrange, @ priori, the elements ofa constitution, under which the 
election shall take place ; leaving to a more deliberate course of 
proceedings, (in which the Spiritual Head shall himself take 
part,) the careful adjustment of ramifications too intricate for 
the unaided management of those unaccustomed to a similar 
work, In any and every case, information is indispensable, and 
we should be glad to find it practicable to obtain statistical 
information forthwith, and before mere local interests shall have 
been called into play. We would likewise respectfully submit 
the expediency of at once applying to other bodies of an 
analogous character, already organised, for their respective 
schemes of government. There are even other religious bodies 
in this kingdom, whose experience might in some points 
furnish useful hints. In other countries, Jewish congregations, 
though widely scattered, have long been directed from a 
central point, y means of a system almost identical with what 
our own circumstances require. The respective codes of such 
communities — be at once applied for, and they would pro- 
bably be attainable, with useful commentaries on their mode of 
operation. We find, that one such code has been already 

uded to in our columns (vol. 1. pp, 39 and 61.) It regulates 
Jewish affairs in Wértemburgh, and was approved by the 
government of that kingdom. 
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the pulpit. 3rd. Superintendence of divine service, and litur- 


We are informed, that at Vienna also, the Sphardim are gy. 
perintended by a Chief Rabbi of the German ritual, 


We have to acknowledge receipt of several communications, 
on the future spiritual direction of our communities. It is impos. 
sible to find room for even a selection at present; suffice it to 
say, that all signify concurrence in the views already adyo. 
cated in our columns. One who writes under the signature of 
3°3 2p, enters into minutie, which it would be pre. 
mature to publish now, but his suggestions shall be laid before 


Congregation” has transmitted to us a draft of the resolutions 
there adopted, together with an appeal from that functionary 
to other congregations in the provinces, with a view to obtain 
their concurrence in the policy acted upon in Liverpool ; that 
is to say, an unequivocal recognition of the necessity of promptly 
electing a ‘‘ Chief Rabbi, du y authorised to act as the spiritual 
guide and director of all the Jews in the empire.” Mr. Mozley 
recommends that the responses should be merely ‘ general in 
their tendency,” leaving to the London congregations to “ ori- 
ginate such measures as may be needful.” As the document 
at length has already been transmitted to the various congrega. 
tions, it is not needful to make further extract; and.the less so 
because, as we are assured, most of the provincial congregations 
had sent in their adherence, even before this additional appeal 
of their Liverpool brethren had been circulated. 


The Conversion Magazine volunteers some advice to the 
Elders of the synagogue, in the “‘ arduous task” of electing a 
successor to their late Chief Rabbi. It assures them that “ the 


eyes of Jews and Christians throughout Enrope are fixed upon — 


them,” and, amid much elegant abuse of the Talmud, recom- 
mends that they should either declare themselves champions of 
“unmitigated Talmudism,” or ‘‘ disciples of Moses and the 
prophets,”’ according to the Conversionists’ method of super- 
seding those sacred writings. It cannot be uninstructive to our 


pay to let them know what those “ affectionate friends of 
Israel,” Capt. Trotter and Company, would have them do; 
and, therefore, we quote the following amiable admixture of 
cutting sarcasm, and incitement to jealousy and distrust. 
‘*‘ Report says, what we cannot believe, that the electors are 
turning their eyes to the continent, and in fact going to pro- 
nounce that the whole body of English Jews cannot furnish 
fitting candidates. I1tis to be hoped that this is not true, though 
it isa remarkable fact, that, excepting some of the Reformed 
Jews, the writers on the merits and demerits of the Oral Law 
are foreigners. Whether the English Jews will continue to 
submit to this domination of strangers now remains to be seen.” 


ON THE POLICY OF EXPOSING THE 
CONVERSIONISTS. 


(Continued from our last Number. ) 


It is true, as our Liverpool correspondent says, the Conver- 
sionists have as yet done us little harm, nor need we be afraid that 
their exertions will ever impair our ranks, There have been, and 
always will be, persons ignorant of the elevating tenets, of the high 
vocation, of Judaism; and others, weak minded persons, who 
cannot withstand the allurements held out by other sects. There 
have been, and always will be, persons who, not believing 12 
Revelation, or even in the existence of a God, will not scruple 
to purchase the enjoyments of this world and the patronage of the 

owerful, at the small expense of what they deem a harmless 

ie, an innocent hypocrisy ; and others, who are visionaries, pe!- 
suading themselves of things which, except in their heated 
imaginations, have no existence. Whatever be the number of 
such people, we need not regret their loss, for we thereby gain 10 
quality what we lose in quantity. Thousands of years since Was 
it engraven with indelible characters on the pages of our sac 


volume, p33 pwn xd “ It was not for your number 
that the Lord delighted in you.” And, after all, we may fairly 
doubt whether the number of apostacies is, in the present day, 
larger, if as large as it was in former years, when the nv 
merical strength of Israel was much less than it now 1s. 


this respect, we fully agree, that there is nothing to fear from the 


the future committee. The “ Senior Warden of the Liverpoo| . 


| 
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doings of the Conversionists. We may regret the annual loss 
of £25,000, to the detriment of thousands of starving honest 
Englishmen, whose lives could be saved by a sum bestowed 
upon a set of foreigners who, after conversion, prove for their 
whole lives a burthen to the English nation: we may lament 
the perversion which so rewards perjury, and promotes hypo- 
crisy; but we do so, not as Jews, but as philanthropists. 
What we are afraid of, is not those proceedings, but the principle 
from which they flow; not the present, but the future. We 
shall not now point out how degrading and offensive it must be 
to us, to find professors of that religion in which the recognition 
of the unity of God, and the purest morality, are leading fea- 
tures, placed on a level with, if not below, the worshipper of 
the Fetish, and the perpetrator of human sacrifice :—for the 
conversion of these heathens is sought after less eagerly than is 
ours, 

But we ask, where is the difference, as to principle, be- 
tween the means yr gd yA in Spain and Portugal 
for the conversion of the Jews, and those used by the Conver- 
sionists in England? With the former, it was the glare of the 
flame; with the latter—that of the gold. Those excited the fears 
of their victims; these appeal to their cupidity. When the 
experience of nearly 2,000 years had shown, that dungeon and 
rack, dagger and pile, could not bring about the desired result, 
another interpretation of the fatal ‘‘ compel them to come in’’ was 


tried; another variation upon that old theme—ZJngzisition. The 


principle once recognised, what security have we that, after a 
time, when the experiments, (according to the new interpreta- 
tion,) shall also have proved ineffectual, recourse will not be 


_ had to another explanation, to other experiments less harmless 
than those now made? We shall, perhaps, be reminded of the 


spirit of the age. Be it so; but will not the spirit of a future age 
be the production of our own, Just as this is the child of its pre- 
decessor?—The spirit of a future age is now in its childhood; 
when developed it will bear the characteristics now imprinted 
onit. And would you know what character the Conversion- 
ists endeavour to imprint upon it? Consult the proceedings 
of their meetings, catch the moment when the wolf, forgetting 
its assumed character, permits its claws to protrude beyond its 
= 's clothing. (Vide report of the Hertford meeting, in our 
ast. | 

Let us now see what consequences such proceedings must 
have, Falsehoods, the most gross and palpable, are un- 
scrupulously spread, in order to render the Jews, as a body, 
contemptible, The veneration forthe Mosaic code is diminished, 
by calling its precepts ‘‘ superstitions,” in order to extinguish 
the last spark of respect which a Christian could entertain for 
a creed which has given birth to his own. The Jews are re- 
presented as men who cling obstinately to superstitious practi- 
ces.* The mutual forbearance (be it but from expediency) which 
one religion owes to the other, has been shamelessly abandoned, 
and thereby have the masses been taught, as a practical lesson, 
the exclusion of Jews from those regards, which even the meanest 
individual claims from the highest! And when these endea- 
vours shall have succeeded in making the people believe, that 
we are the most contemptible,. obstinate, superstitious, and in- 
corrigible of men, what will be more natural to the popular 
mind, than the idea, that to get rid of such people must be a 
iy’ demabecesigean work ; and that one need not look so closely 
to the means employed to produce such a result, even as we do 


hot prescribe to the physician the form of his remedies, provided | 


© cure be effected? And is this, that we advance, really so 
strange, so unprecedented in history, that it deserves no closer 
consideration? Let us read the annals which eighteen centu- 
res expand before us, and we shall find, that whenever an age 
Was remarkable for its hostile spirit towards the Jews, that spirit 
was always the heritage of preceding ages, during which its 


: Phylacteries, Fringes; and Door Post Mementos.—The scriptural 


institution of these sacred obligations, known as PHN, 
was pointed out on page 78 of our Vol. 1. The presumed rationale of 
short requirements was given on page 79. This subject, being part of a 
of “ Elucidations of the 613 precepts,” given in our earlier 
(vid rs, having been introduced by an exhortation to the needful caution. 

© page 55, Vol. I.) The same subject will be found more fully treated, 
StH notice of an exposition, given in the Hall of the Synagogue, Great 

* Helens, on Sabbath, 4th June last.—Vide No. 19. 
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infancy had been matured, and its strength fostered, until it had 
a formidable giant. It was not antil the first Roman 
“mperors had, through their infamous decrees, rendered the 
Jews odious in the eyes of the nations, that they could venture, 
without outraging the feelings of their subjects, to enact against 
them the most cruel ordinances. ‘That was but a beginning ;— 
and not to write a history, but to refer to more recent and more 
familiar instances,—it was not till after the Inquisition had suc- 
ceeded in representing the Jews as the most obstinate and super- 
stitious of men, that a nation could, in cold blood, expose 
thousands of their countrymen to sufferings, the very relation 
of which excites a shudder. Let nobody misunderstand us; 
we do not mean to insinuate that the Conversionists desire to 
prepare the public for an Inquisition, or that those of the pre- 
sent age could be capable of so employing physical force in their 
endeavours. We intend only to show, that the very principle 
from which the Inquisition sprang, is the same upon which the 
Conversionists act. And when they have succeeded in forming 
a powerful association, in heating the imagination, will they not 
have effaced the ideas of toleration vbw 2 the Jews; in short, 
will they not have gathered together the fuel ?—and will it then 
be any more in their power to prevent its combustion ? 

The principle being essentially bad, the Conversionists, who 
now take the lead, can as little secure us against their succes- 
sors, as can the citizens of a despotically governed state, 
however mild the reigning monarch, find a guarantee for the 
good government of his heir. We repeat, it is not the Con- 
versionists whom we fear, it is their principle; it is not the 
present, it is the future which we apprehend. 

Still less cogent, as it appears to us, is the other argument of 
our Liverpool correspondent. He seems to mistake the effect 
for the cause. Why is it that so many high stationed person- 
ages now take an interest in the proceedings of the Conver- 
sionists? We have just accounted tor it;—because the Conver- 
sionists have been allowed, for such a long course of years, to 
spread reports abroad, just as suited their purposes ;— 
because they have been allowed to make the public believe 
that we are an obstinate, superstitious, and incorrigible set. 

That the accession to their ranks of so many high personages, 
is the effect, and not the cause, is clear from the tardiness of 
these accessions, and the comparatively late period of their 
occurrence. The Society started very many years ago; and yet 
it was not until a very recent date, that those functionaries 
whose names are so constantly paraded, would join it. Has 
Christianity, in those few years, changed its form? or, was a work 
not then meritorious which is now regarded eminently so? 

Still less do we apprehend any evil from public functionaries, 
in consequence of our exposure of the proceedings of the “* Con- — 
version humbug :” for not only are they not identified with the 
pursuits of the Conversionists, but they may even be regarded 
as their dupes, in whose sounder judgment we have yet trust 
enough to be convinced, that a time will come in which they 
will thank us in their hearts for having opened their ‘eyes. 

Moreover, it is an historical fact, that the Christian clergy have, 
upon the whole, behaved among all classes of this religion the 
kindest towards us. Whenever the Lords temporal withheld 
from Israel their patronage, (which was always a formal aban- 
donment to the clutches of the mob,) it was the clergy who took 
us under their wing, and extended to us that protection, 
to which we, the remnant of Israel, are in a - measure in- 
debted under Providence for preservation, Every page of our 
history will, with few exceptions, exhibit proofs of this fact. 
Why, therefore, presume that the clergy of the 19th century 
would be willing to commit acts, which the clergy of the 13th 
century shrunk from. i 

We have said quite enough on this subject, for our curtailed 
limits; and sufficient, as we hope, to satisfy our too timorous 
friends,—that forbearance has its daries ;—and that, because 
the destiny of the future 1s shaped by the impressions of the 
present, it is our sacred duty to protect those who shall come . 
after us, from those awful consequences which the history of 
former parallels prove to be inevitable, if the spirit of the future 
be abandoned to the influences now at work :—therefore are 
we bound to disabuse our pious minded neighbours as to the 
consequences, present and prospective, of their misplaced con- 
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fidence. Need we declare, for the hundredth time, that ours is 
not the province to shake their faith, but rather to prove, as we 
can and will, how consistent with the ascertained dogmas of that 
faith it is, to cherish Israel ; not striving to merge the one peculiar 
people in the masses of the Gentiles, but awaiting that in- 
gathering into one fold, which history, prophecy, reason, policy, 
all declare, to be possible only by means of a mission yet to be 
accomplished. 

We have to acknowledge the fairness of the Christian Lady's 
Magazine, in having published, in its last number, an admonition 
addressed from this office to the Editor: let us hope, that the 
amiable and straighforward spirit which such publication ex- 
hibits, may be taken as an indication of an awakening con- 
sciousness, of the presumptuous, as well as fruitless, character 
of the scheme, which seeks ‘‘ to merge God's peculiar people 
in the masses of the Gentiles.”’ | 


Capt. Trotter and Co.—Since the above has been in type, 
we have received the Hertford County Press, dated 3rd of 
_ December, with a long letter of recantation, addressed to the 
Editor, by Capt. Trotter, ‘‘ Member of the Committee of the 
London Society.” We are unable to do more in this number, 
than to express our satisfaction that, because ‘‘ The Voice of 
Jacob has selected the worst of the mistakes,” &c., therefore, 
a a ** letter as disclaiming those mistakes!’’ Our readers 
shall have full particulars, accompanied by the manly and 
common sense commentaries of the Editor of the ‘‘ County 
Press,” refusing to be a party to the paltry shuffle, which the 
redoubtable Captain attempts, by means of the Rector’s in- 
fluence with that Journalist. We intend nothing disrespectful 
to the Rev. Edward Bickersteth, for he, for anything we know, 
though no ‘‘ Hon. Captain,” is, at least, a gentleman; and he 
believes that, ‘Capt. Trotter’s object clearly was to give a fresh 
interest about the j ewish nation, by shewing their present forms 
and services, and in many respects their conformity to the word 
of God.”’—Capital!—and the Capt.’s voucher under his own 
hand, is yet stronger testimony of his ‘‘ veneration” for the 
Fringes and Phylacteries, as ‘‘ supported by the word of God.” 
Our readers shall have the whole ¢ sande. Be of this Hertford 
farce in our next. Meanwhile, as a fitting commentary, we here 
acknowledge the offer of £5 from as correspondent, towards 
the proper dissemination of an earnest appeal, supported by 
evidence, and addressed to our honest minded Gentile brethren, 
against the unfair and immoral application of a considerable 
share of above £25,000 per annum, designed by its contributors 
for what they deem objects of practical piety. 


Bes MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Birmingham, 2 Dec.—It gives us pleasure to announce, 
that the Philosophical faculty of the Protestant University of 
Giessen, has conferred the dignities of Doctor of Philosophy, 
and Master of Arts, upon the Mev. Morris Jacob Raphail, 
Lecturer to the Birmingham Synagogue, and Head Master of 
the Hebrew National School there. ‘* These distinctions, con- 
ferred upon the Rev. Gentlemen unsolicited, and altogether free 
of expense, have given great satisfaction, not only to his own 
congregation, but to those liberal-minded men of all creeds, 
who can recognise talent in those who differ from them. 
‘Similar honors have been conferred, by the same learned body, 
upon two eminent Unitarian Divines in this country.”—The 

ublic press eulogizes in high terms, a course of lectures on 

hrenology, now delivered at the Philosophical Institution of 
this town, by J. L. Levison, Esg., Hon. Sec., to the Hebrew 
National School.—The Anniversary dinner of the Philanthropic 
Society produced a collection of forty odd pounds. © 


Beth-Medrash, Smith's Buildings —On Sunday morning 
24th of Kislev, the last available day in the p'w>w for. the 
late Chief Rabbi, there was rather a numerous assemblage 
in the basement floor of this establishment, which presents the 


appearance of having been for some time devoted to the old 
Medrash system ;—of which, as a means of supplying the 


demands of our age—nawp pyppn 55. 
similar grounds, we pass by the manner in which the studies : 


| Holland, and his representatives then 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


of the first hour were conducted. At the close, Rabbi Aaron 
delivered an appropriate discourse, in which he chiefly dwelt 
on the virtues of his departed chief, and prayed that the 
labours of his successor, for the welfare of Israel, might be 
blessed. We have previously said of the sermons of this 
gentleman (page 29. vol. Ist.): “* There are rough gems in our 
ancient commentaries, which, were but the form in which they 
are to be presented fashioned to the taste of the times, would 
again become appreciated as of old.” 


Great Synagogue.—A rather large meeting of the privileged 
members, held on Sunday 26th Nov., confirmed, without gq 
single dissentient voice, the proposals of the vestry for rescind. 
ing the old mode of disposing of the .Mitzvous, and of offering 
to the officials. This unanimity is an expressive sign of the 
times; and the readiness with which the graduated scale of sur. 
charges was adopted, (for supplying the £600 per annum, 
relinquished by the charge—vide vol. 1. p. 182.) will serve 
as an encouragement to those who are advocates of enlightened, 
but cautious and progressive, improvement in the discipline of 
the synagogue. The new plan will come into operation for 
the ensuing passover.—The committee of this synagogue, to 
which our late lamented Chief Rabbi was more immediately 
attached, has ordered a marble tomb to be placed over his 
mortal remains.—On last sabbath, the first after the thirty 
days of mourning for his loss, the choir of this synagogue 
resumed its share in the service. The occasion, being also 
Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah, was used for the introduction of 
some new sacred music, arranged by Mr. Mombach. Its 
character was both appropriate and effective, further practice 
will of course produce a higher finish in its execution. Would 
it not be an advantage to have the various choirs taught 
singing after Wilhem’s system ? } 

Portsmouth.—The ‘‘ Hebrew Benevolent Institution”’ cele- 
brated its annual dinner in the vestry room, adjoining the 
synagogue, Portsea. Nearly one hundred gentlemen were 
present, including the Mayor and other public functionaries ; 
Capt. Borlen, of H. M. the rem Holland’s ship, Boreas, 
and many of the most respectable inhabitants of the three towns. 

The report alluded, in a cheering manner, to the operations and 
prospects of the society: the reserved fund now amounting to 
sine 9 £600. The president, Mr. 4 Yoell, gave from the 
chair the usual loyal and patriotic toasts. 7 hos. Hosking, Eszq., 
Assistant tythe commissioner, in an excellent speech on the ad- 
vantages of peace and friendly relations with foreign powers, 
introduced the health of Her Majesty’s ally, the King of 

Mr. Vanden- 

berg made asuitable response. Wm. Minchin, Esq., proposed 
‘the Army and Navy,” with stirring allusions to recent tr- 
umphs. Capt. Sayer returned thanks. The Rev. Mr, Hawkes, 
minister of the Unitarian Chapel, made a powerful speech in 
introducing the toast of ‘* Civil and Religious Liberty.” He 
made a very touching allusion to the loss sustained in the death 
of the late Chief Rabbi, saymg—** He is gone to his rest ; you 
may well mourn his loss, yet not as they who mourn without 
help, without hope! The pall of sorrow ey indeed be spread 
o'er his tomb; yet from under it breaks forth the unfettered 
spirit of a better hope; as of old, the mantle of the departing 
rophet, blessed with a diviner spirit him on whom it fell.” — 
he Rev. Gentleman concluded amid loud applause, by pane- 
gyrizing Sir Moses Montefiore, as the champion of the rights 
of his people, both civil and religious. Mr. Ezekiel Emanuel 
responded to this toast, regretting the absence of Sir Moses 
Montefiore, the announcement of whose intention to visit Ports- 
mouth, at the first available opportunity, was received by the 
company with loud cheers. His Worship the Mayor, in ac- 
knowledging the compliment paid to himself and the “vy ee 
tion, took occasion to say, ‘“‘ On looking round, I hardly know 


where I am standing,—I can hardly picture to myself that I am 
standing within the hall of a ‘ peculiar people,’ but rather as 
it seems to me, some place set apart for the festive szeartgh & of 
the whole borough.” He rejoiced at the common spirit w ich 
had joined within those walls men, of wide distinction of creed 
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of party, and of clime. He spoke of the sacred precincts in 
which the company were assembled, and was delighted to re- 
cognise two OF three venerable faces, which recalled his earlier 

ears, With an eloquert eulogium on the Hebrew character, 
‘ proposed, ‘* Prosperity to the Institution.” Mr. Emanuel 
Emanuel, returned thanks. We are compelled to pass by the 
speeches of Herbert Allen, Esq.; Messrs. Myers, Deacon, 
and others, and to allude to the close of the meeting, which in 
all respects seems to have been a happy one. 


The Creation of Light on the first day, antecedent to the 
formation of the sun and moon on the fourth, has been adduced 
by the advocates of the undulatory theory, in support of their 
particular views. Mr. Woodward, who has acquired much 
deserved celebrity from his attention to optical science, claimed, 
last Monday evening, at the close of a lecture at the London 
Institution, the Mosaic account of the creation, as a conclusive 
proof of the separate existence of an ether, which constitutes 
light ; and that it is the action of the sun and moon upon, this 
previously existing ether, which makes objects visible. 

Civil Rights of Jews.—‘' A subscriber and admirer,” who 
has for two years sat at the board of the town council of an im- 
portant borough, to which he was elected by its most influential 
ward, calls our attention to his anomalous position. He re- 

resents his constituents, but has not taken the oath prescribed, 
cooaue it must be taken ‘* on the faith of a Christian.” He 
urges the Board of Deputies to seek an interview with Sir 
Robert Peel, because a measure which should confer all civil 
rights on the Jews would meet the wishes of many of his sup- 
porters in the Houses of Parliament, as he (our correspondent) 
can vouch for. He further suggests the holding of meetings, 
by all the London and provincial congregations, for the pur- 
pose of petitioning parliament, and obtaining the like petitions 
from various corporative bodies throughout the kingdom. 


A new design for aiding the Conversion Hospital at Jerusa- 
lem has been started: —in the publication of a sheet of Hebrew 
text wafers ; the profits of the sale are to be given to the Hos- 
pital, The publisher has honestly sent one to our office, dis- 
claiming any scheme of sailing under “false colours,” and 
promising, in future editions, to remove ambiguity, by some 
addition to the title, so as to prevent Jews from mistaking the 
object for the real Jewish Hospital, ;—a “patriotic project,” 
which he “ rejoices” to see advocated by our “ spirited 
journal,” 
_ Serusalem Cutlery,was seriously announced a few weeks since, 
in aid of the Conversion Hospital. It was to be furnished by 
some disinterested ?) manufacturer at Sheffield; orders were 
to be canvassed for, from sample cards; the profits to be 
given to the Conversion scheme. Now, fancy-fairs and such 
like undertakings, however charitably devised, have been 
proved to work great injury to retail traders ;—but, in those cases, 
the whole proceeds go to the religious object ;—if however, the 
maker of staple wares is to supply his goods, and realize whole- 
sale prices forthwith ; the superseded shopkeeper will soon 

ve to protest in favor of a more legitimate system of gene- 
hae Ye hope the single-minded advocate of this notable 
~ eme, (in a religious magazine), has discovered its injustice. 

“ benevolence which can afford to give its own labours for 
mh ne: cannot justly undermine the interests of the industri- 
— The last in the Secession interest 

§ remained on hand, is being very industriously distributed 
ie roger it is the brochure animadverted upon by a letter 
Tradie? Jacob, in our No. 32, under the title ‘‘ Authority of 
Dy ‘Pu —Sir Moses Montefiore's answer to the address of 
publish ae and 1490 other Germans, (v. No. 28), is 
edin Dr. P.’s Zeitung des Judenthums. It breathes 
sig Negi devotion to his religion, and to the welfare of his 
: Pie, tor which the worthy knight is so distinguished. Had 
Pace permitted, it should have been translated for our readers. 


Hla a Dr. Povah, Rector of St. James, Aldgate, a minis- 
Now” aa respected in his vocation, was buried on Friday, 25th 
- All the Jewish parishioners in Duke’s-place closed their 


uring the day, partially; and while the funeral cortege 


shops; d 
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passed, wholly: an unexpected mark of respect, for which the 
son of the deceased, Dr. J. 1’. Povah, Chaplain to the Queen, 
is understood to have expressed his acknowledgment in warm 
terms. 


Discipline of our Charity Schools. 

_Srr,—My attention having been called to the state of educa- 
tion among our ‘seck I was induced to examine the discipline 
of the various charity schools among us, and to enquire into 
their regulations. It struck me,that in many establishments, 
and in the Jews’ Free School especially, a great deal of 
the difficulty to be encountered is attributable to the parents 
of the children, who are not only at times disinclined to 
second the efforts of the teacher, but who even strive by indul- 
‘gence &c., to counteract what good may have been acquired 
in school. The only way to ameliorate our condition is to 
* ig education, and if there be any among us so blind to 
their own advantage, as to withdraw children from the means 
of obtaining knowledge, or altogether to keep them from it, 
I deem it no more than right that they should be made to 
suffer for their wilful and unnecessary folly. This might easily 
be effected (and much good would doubtless result) by the 
adoption of a system used by the Sphardim. Let all poor 
pocvens, applying to our various congregations for charity, 

e required to fill up a printed form, showing how many 
children they have, how many are at the Infant or other Free 
Schools, and how many have left such institutions; stating their 
present avocations. If the answers so furnished be satisfactory, 
it may fairly be presumed that the applicants should receive 
assistance, because they have done all in their power to deserve 
it; if the answers be unsatisfactory, and show either neglect of 
duty, or — to coercive measures, (adopted by the heads 
of establishments only for the good of children), then let relief 
be withheld; and I feel assured that not only would our schools 
be better attended, but the amount of benefit they confer, would 
be more than proportionately augmented. 

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, | 


A Frienp To EpvucaTIoNn. 
To the Editor of ** the Voice of Jacob.” 


On Dit.—That the next monthly rehearsal of the Jews’ Day 
School, Jeffrey’s-square, will take place on Sunday next, at 11 
A.M. That the Thoovaphed plate of the Montefiore Testi- 
monial is ready, and will be published after the presentation. 
——That the supply of soup, &c., twice in the week, to all the 
scholars of the Sphardim Charity Schools, will be commenced 
on Monday next. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The Holy Land.—Our German contemporaries complain 
bitterly, that the committee at Amsterdam, entrusted with the 
distribution of the charitable funds collected for the relief of 
our needy brethren in the Holy Land, refuse to render an ac- 
count of their administration. Our contemporaries say, that 
though they cannot lend currency to the charges of mismanage- 
ment and of favoritism, originated at Jerusalem, and fostered 
by an apparently unaccountable silence on the part of the com- 
mittee, yet so imprudent a policy cannot be further preneer 
in without seriously injuring the interests of our Palestine 
brethren, in as much as many of the donors have already declined 
to contribute towards a mal-administered charity. 

These serious charges are vague, and not yet proved; we 
shall therefore, at present, abstain from giving details; should 
they, however, be found justified, we shall not fail to revert to 
the subject. Meanwhile, we would, in concert with our Ger- 
man contemporaries, urge the committee to abandon that reserve 
which proves so inimical to the interests of our co-religionists 
in the Holy Land, and at once to destroy suspicions which, 
however groundless, must yet needs destroy the confidence 
hitherto reposed in them. 


London, 14th October —(From the Orient.)—‘ As I know 
how much you rejoice to hear of the good deeds of our Sir 
Moses Montefiore, 1 hasten to report to you the following :— 


Colonel Churchill, who has become so celebrated in the expe- 
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dition to Syria, travels next month (November) again to the 
East, and he intends to remain there several years. Sir Moses 
and Lady Montefiore have handed to him a small capital, out 
of which he is to make to the poor Israelites of the Holy Land, 
small loans of 500 or 1000 piasters, which, in order that the 
capital may be preserved, are to be repaid with two or three 
per cent. interest. If we consider the friendly reception which 
Colonel Churchill has received from our co-religionists, and 
the snsagi | disposition which he evinced towards them, it 
appears undoubted that his presence in Syria must prove very 

The Editor of the Orient makes the following observations ; 
upon Dr, Loewe’s communication. ‘* This information, dated 
at a time when dissatisfaction prevails concerning the distribu- 
tion of the charity funds at Jerusalem, is of high interest. Our 
brethren in Palestine need our energetic support ; but true sup- 
post would not consist in the distribution of alms or donations, 
ut in showing them ways and means of maintaining them- 
selves he sao, Ba a and of returning the amount lent to them. 
It is in such a manner that we convert the poor themselves 
into contributors, that we awaken in them an elevating con- 
sciousness of their own dignity, while by mere charity, poverty 
is fostered, not destroyed. The sums annually sent to Jeru- 
salem, would be better employed:in such loans or in the sup- 
port of families, than in the mere doling of alms, especially when 
it Is qapape after the manner of the Amsterdam Committee, 
which, in its unjustifiable pride, deems itself absolved from the 


need to give an account * = 


* * * 9 


Steinhard.—“* Mr. Joel Emanuel, Banquier, of London, 
has made the following donations to the inhabitants of Steinhard, 
(in Germany) ; 237 fl. to the charity funds, for the purchase of a 
piece of land, the income of which is annually to be distributed 
among the poor of the Christian profession ; further, 3078 ff. 
to the Jet congregation, with which to build a house for 
charitable purposes; and lastly, an annuity of 175 fl. towards 
the payment of a teacher, for the religious instruction and 
huncnal benefit of the Jewish poor.”—Orient. 


The Emperor of Austria has conferred on the secretary of 
the Jewish congregation, at Vienna, (Dr. L. dugust Frankl, an 
esteemed poet,) the gold medal, de literis merito, on the 
occasion of his presenting a copy of his works to the Emperor. 


Want of room prevents us from giving insertion to an in- 
teresting article (in the Orient), on the practices of the Con- 
versionists in Prussia, and their results. The writer, (who 
appears to be a Polander, and very well acquainted with all 
the means used in decoying people,) starts the question, —whether 
such converts who might prove that they have been deceived, 
would, in Prussia, be allowed to return publicly to their original 
creed? The writer assures us, that among the vast number 
of Jews in the great dukedom of Posen, and despite the 
privileges which the Conversionists enjoy there, but siaty 
at the utmost have embraced Christianity within the last ten 
years; and that several of these have since left their country, in 
order to return, in distant regions, to the religion of their 
ancestors ! ! 7 

The Russian Jews.—Dr. Lilienthal, before entering upon 
his circuitous journey, has published for distribution, an epistle 
in the Hebrew language, mye 31). It gives a full account 
of the intentions of the Russian government concerning the 
schools to be established (vide last No.); and concludes with a 
warm appeal to the Jews, to unite their exertions with those of 
the government.—The London Globe, last week, published a 
letter which declared, that these measures were preliminary 
to a complete emancipation of the Russian Jews, and that the 
Jews of Odessa were capone be public reception for the Dr. 
The same journal, on the 6th inst., publishes another letter 
from the borders of Russia, which seeks to show, that the 
object of the Emperor is to convert the Jews into landed pro- 
prietors, a measure which will diminish the res, of om 


they at sreese enjoy ; and that the Emperor has bribed some 
of their Rabbis to promote his ends! ! 
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| own, the teachers of Christian institutions frequented by J ewish 


The Liturgy.—A correspondent of the Zeitung des Juden. 
thums reverts once more to the liturgy, recently improved on 
strict orthodox principles, by the pious Chief Rabbi of Brunswick. 
Egers. He depicts, in lively colours, the good effect which this 
improvement had produced on the congregation of that city ; an 
effect which was chiefly visible during the last D8 OM. The 
Synagogue, so ill attended before, is now filled every sabbath 
with devout worshippers. After having expressed his heart. 
felt thanks to the venerable Chief Rabbi, and his assistant, J, 
Herzfeld, for having set so excellent an example to other con. 
gregations, he concludes with the wish, that the adversaries of 
improvement might be present during their divine service, jn 
order to witness the beneficial effect of an orthodox liturgy, 
adapted to the demands of the age. | 


Berlin. —The Zeitung des Judenthums reports, that Dr. 
Frankel, Chief Rabbi at Dresden, has at last accepted the 
same office at Berlin. Upon this subject, the Lev. D. 4. 
De Sola obliges us with the following extract from a private 
letter from Berlin to him. ‘ Dr. Frankel is a very good and 
very pious man, whose conduct, as Chief Rabbi of Saxony, 
strengthens our confidence in his ability to represent us with 
the government. * I do 
not know whether you are aware that we are not acknow. 
ledged at all by the authorities of the state; we are merely 
tolerated, and the government hitherto would not at all ac. 
knowledge a Chief Rabbi. Dr. Frankel, however, who has 
been in no better position in Saxony, has overcome the reluc. 
tance of the ministry; and it augurs well, that the Prussian 
Minister of Public Instruction has authorised the election by 
the wardens, thus recognising, though indirectly, the Chief 
Rabbi of the Jews. All who desire the welfare of ‘our con- 
gregation, and who take interest in the spiritual affairs of the 
nation, look forward with anxiety to the arrival of the Dr., 
who, it is hoped, will introduce such reforms as are consistent 
with the notions of the most orthodox, and agreeable with the 
ideas of the enlightened. This appears more difficult than it 
really is, and many small congregations, in several parts of 
Germany, have furnished the example, that it only requires a 
better regulated form of service in order to.attract the attention 
of the congregation, and to fill the ‘Temple of the Lord.’ We 
intend to engage a preacher, in the person of my friend Dr. 
Sachs, of Prague, and if we have such a o5n, and such a 7°39, 
I am sure that the Synagogue will flourish.”’ 


New Work by a Jew.—An interesting work has just eman- 
ated from the German press. It is a species of Recollection 
and Memoir, by a Jew (Mr. S. Sachs), the only Jewish civil 
officer in Prussia, (Regierungs-Bau-Inspektor) after a service of 
fifty years duration. The Jew willread, with deep emotion, the 
biography of a man who writes unprejudiced by what he has 
suffered on account of his religion; and no reader can help 
admiring a man, who has successfully withstood severe trials, 
without being staggered by the examples of those of his co- 
religionists, who have estalanad comforts and ease at the ex- 
pense of their inward convictions. Happy the man who, on 
the brink of the grave, can say, “ the cecene of the Jewish 
religious customs, and the elevating lays of the prophecies, with 
their bold and poetical verse, have kindled in the utmost re- 
cesses of my heart, a fire which has never been extinguished.” 


United States.—A recent number of a paper, published at 
Harrisburg, in Pensylvania, relates, that there are in the 
United States, 197 synagogues, 192 lecturers, and 450,00) 
Jews! A pretty specimen of ignorance or falsehood! The 
number of Jews in North America does not exceed, according 
to trust-worthy authority, 20,000. 


The government of Baden has, at the solicitation, it appeal; 
of the Jewish ecclesiastical authorities of that grand dukedom, 
published an edict, which orders all Jewish parents to have 
religious instruction im to their children; and enacts 
that, in places where the Jews have no schools of thell 
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upils, shall arrange the hours in such a manner that the latter 
oS have at least two lessons weekly in their own faith. 

here are few who have any conception of how large a 
roportion of the Jewish poor, in London, are without any 
religious instruction whatever. We can scarcely regret the 
absence of despotic rule, which might compel a remedy for 
this evil, because we hope that an active spiritual guidance will, 
ere long, employ a better system than compulsion.—Ep. | 


Gleanings from the ‘* Archives Israelites.” 


The leading article of our contemporary, makes an earnest appeal 
for the organisation of Jewish spiritual government in France, 
where recent deaths have left the most important offices vacant. 
__A remarkable coincidence.——L hon M. Cremieux, when 
a candidate for the representation of Chinon, adduced the follow- 
ing incident in proof of the liberality of his religious sentiments. 
Some years since, he was engaged as advocate by a Commune 
of Lot-et Garonne, in order to resist the claim set up, by a dis- 
appointed man, for an ancient pyx, (the box which contains the 
host) of great reputed sanctity. The eloquence of the advocate 
failed, and the Commune sustained additional loss in the costs 
of the suit. J7. Cremieux thereupon, at his own proper cost, 
sent his clients another py, of much greater value than the 
fee which he had received. ‘The Commune, affected by this 
generosity, determined that the portrait of the honorable advo- 
cate should be placed in their church by the side of the parish 
saint!! Prodigious!—At the recent marriage here ofa Jew, 
who had obtained the large medal for 1mprovements in pianos, 
many distinguished artists were present; including Jfessrs. 
Berit, Vieurtemps, &c., as also Mile. Ltachel. This lady was 
very liberal in charitable distributions among her co-religion- 
ists: the reporter mentions 400fr. to one old man confined 
for debt, wk other similar gifts—7he French Consul at Ca 

Hayti, during the late earthquake, M. Fred. Cerfbeer, (an Is- 
raclite,) died, on his passage from New York to Havre, from 


. injuries sustained by that catastrophe, and from grief for the loss 


of his only daughter in the ruins.—_4/ the funeral of the Chief 
Rabli of Nancy, aged 90, in October last, a detachment of 
French troops of the line, the municipal functionaries,the officers 
of the garrison, and citizens of all denominations, followed the 
corpse, In manifestation of their respect for the character and 
functions of the deceased.—.4 Blind Asylum, the only one at 
resent to be found in France (?), has been opened in Alsace, 
y M. Sellisberger, a German Jew, already celebrated for his 
success in the education of deaf mutes. Le Courrier du Bas- 
thin gives a highly interesting account of the inaugural pro- 
ceedings.—“* 4 Dream not realised,’’ is the title of a spirited 
sketch of a series of reforms in the discipline of the Synagogue. 
We should say, that at least several of these, which would be 
improvements, bid fair to be realised at no very distant period. 


Hamburgh.—By private letters, we have the satisfaction to 
learn, that the law of this Free City, which prevented a Jew 
from possessing, in his own name, landed property in any but 
one district, and from having either a place of business or 
residence, except within the same limits, was rescinded on the 
Ist inst., as anticipated in our last. This is an important step 
in the right direction. One of our letters gives full details, but 


it has arrived too late to be useful. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION 3". 
GENESIS XLIV. 


The revenge taken by Joseph on his brethren is indeed a 
noble one; such a one asa virtuous and upright man may 
indulge in without doing violence to his conscience; such as 

od may approve, as man should strive to imitate. Joseph 
had been deeply injured by his brethren; he had been sold by 

em to slavery after having been torn away from a tender 
father, a happy home, and that too at an age when he was 
little able to bear the change. It is true that. he had given 
€m some provocation, but they were not the more justifiable 
m their mode of reven ing themselves—by doing what was 
Wrong. How differently does Joseph act! Placed, by a chain of 
wonderful and unexpected circumstances, within the grasp of 
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their intended victim, what right had his brethren to expect 
aught but retaliation? The frailty of human nature would 
persuade us that retaliation is just ; but religion teaches us to 
return good for evil. How well does Joseph now obey the 
dictates of religion! He not only forgives his brethren, but he 
even strives to remove from their minds the sense of the injury 
they had done him, by attributing their actions to God. ‘“‘ You 
did not send me here; it was God.” And was not this indeed 
a noble vengeance? Would not a contrary course have pro- 
duced still more animosity and dissension? It would; for, 
while retaliation of evil for evil is almost sure to give birth 
to still further violence, cold indeed must be the heart that 
kindness cannot soften, deep the hatred that love cannot 
disarm. 

In this instance, it may ‘eee 9. be urged, that Joseph had 
every right to forgive his brethren, because their selling him 
had been the’ means of raising him to his present eminence. 
Their intentions, however, must be sogitded. and not the 
result produced ; therefore, no terms of eulogy can be too 
strong to express the worth of Joseph’s conduct, no exhorta- 
tion too impressive to induce others to imitate him. We have 
not all the opportunity of acting so signally, but we have still 
‘* every man according to his capacity,” the power of exercisin 
love and forgiveness. We can all protect the weak, and defend 
the helpless. We can all pardon the efforts of our enemies to 
injure us. Should their designs be frustrated, and we be 
benefited where they thought to hurt us,—forgiveness is easy. 
But, should the wickedness of man reduce us to misfortune, 
deprive us of the esteem of the good by maligning our charac- 
ters, or in any other way afflict us, then may the words of 
Joseph be a lesson. ‘They will teach us to regard all as the 
work of God, who never chastens but for our good; they will 
bid us look on our enemies with kindness, and say to them, 
with resignation to the will of Heaven: ‘* you did not send 
me here, it was God.” 


Why do the Jews attract public attention ?—No. 33 of the 
Zeitung des Judenthums adverts to a subject which appears 
to us of sufficient interest to lay its substance before our 
readers.—‘* Whence is it that the Jews, who in number and in- 
fluence are proportionately so insignificant in comparison with 
the Christian population of Europe, still excite such peculiar 
attention? There are at issue, many questions of the greatest 
uestions which 
throw Europe into the greatest agitation, and yet, amidst all 
these conflicts, the affairs of the Jew occupy a large space 
in the arena, and ys og of sufficient interest to claim the 
general attention of the public. This phenomenon can by no 
means be ascribed to any external influence ; that to which it has 
long been attributed, their monetary power, does in reality 
not exist. They may have great influence on credit, but the 
wealth itself they do not possess. Further, of the power con- 
ferred by the possession of landed property, they are almost 
entirely deprived; upon European legislature they nowhere 
operate; and in the field of the arts and sciences, owing to 
the short space of time it has been open to them, they cannot 
have signalized themselves so as to command great influence. 
Nor can they, in an historical point of view, have attracted so 
much attention; for, if this were the reason, the attention 
would be on the part of the student of history, and would not 
extend to the public at large. Still less can this phenomenon 
be with justice ascribed to the peculiarities of their cus- 
toms and habits, since in that case they would excite curi- 
osity, not profound se pe Hence, we deduce, that the 
reason must lie deeper. e think it may be found in the unparal- 
leled circumstance, that while the Jews of the civilized world 
adopt European ideas, conceptions and feelings, in short, 
identify themselves with European civilization, they still retain 
their own private springs of action, they still retain their own 
manners of viewing and judging things, and still lay down as — 
the foundation of their actions, a great spiritual principle. Yes, 
the cause of their commanding so much attention is, that 
though scattered over the surface of the globe, partaking of 
the existence of the respective nations among which they dwell, 
and allowing themselves to be penetrated by this feeling of 
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nationality, they still preserve a spiritual principle of their 
own, around which they rally. They feel, besides the general 
influence of the country in which they are located, an impetus 
peculiar to themselves, and this it is that brings them into 
the foreground and attracts public attention towards them. 
This feature is made still more prominent by the tendency of 
the present age to equalization. 

We live in an age, the spirit of which is an assimilating one, 
merging all peculiarities into one homogeneous mass, Nations 
are Soavinlng more assimilated than ever. The less expected, 
the more striking, is any resistance to the pruning knife of the 
age, more especially when it proceeds from a source which 
may be regarded as fostering, in other respects, a like spirit.” 
These are but the outlines of an essay to solve the problem 
above adverted to; they may perhaps be sufficient for those 
who desire to pursue the details for themselves. 


REVIEWS. 
Halachische Exegese, by Dr. Hirschfeld, Chief Rabbi of 


ollstein, (second notice). 


We gave, last month, the first impressions which the cursory 
verusal of this profoundly learned work had made upon us. 
Ve have since gone through it with the attention which it 

deserves, and have found the opinion formerly given fully borne 
out. The author has undertaken the arduous task to project a 
map of a vast sea, which, though spreading before our eyes for 
centuries, and crossed in all directions, has not yet been suffi- 
ciently explored and described. The Talmud, for centuries 
the exclusive study of the majority of the Rabbis, the element 
in which they moved and lived, had never yet been investigated, 
or estimated inasufficiently scientific manner. The Christians 
who approached this study, could but seldom divest themselves 
of those prejudices against Jewish institutions, which they had 
imbibed from childhood ; and the Rabbis themselves, were either 
too much absorbed by the internal relations of this captivating 
study, to pay attention to its outward relations also—the points 
at which it touched the boundaries of other sciences ;—or, they 


_ were too little acquainted with other sciences, to find a standard 


suitable for the appreciation of the Talmud. Thus, not only 
the necessity for its scientific investigation, but the difficulty of 
the task, is at once clear. Impressed with this necessity, 
several attempts have been made by highly gifted Jewish theolo- 
gians, in modern times, to supply the want; but all their 
investigations, however ingenious or true, concerning the Tal- 
mudical exegesis, were either merely incidental, or had some 
special object in view. The merit of having made the first 
investigation of the Talmudical interpretation of the Bible, in 
all its extent and bearings, as an independent aim, as the primary 
object of profound and extensive study,—the merit of havin 
scientifically developed his object, and clearly chalked out the 
path for his followers, is due to Dr. Hirschfeld. This credit 
is due to Dr. H., even though the result of our review does 
not, in some details, coincide with his particular views. In 
this respect, Our opinion is shared by a German reviewer; 
(Orient for 1841, p. 383), who, after having done justice to 
the tendency of this work, concludes with the following remark, 
in which we fully concur, ‘‘ We cannot but rejoice at the pub- 
lication of a work, which aims at an entire reformation of the 
method of instruction in the higher branches of Jewish 
theology.” We would willingly offer to our readers some 
extracts from the book, which contains nearly 500 rather 
closely printed pages, if their object were not too remote from 
the search of common life notions, and if the subject were 
not treated too abstrusely to render a popularization otherwise 
than exceedingly difficult. 


‘“* Why mourn we for a Spirit passed ?’”"—A Sacred Song to the 
precy of the Lev. Solomon Hirschel. Composed by 


Louis A. Emanuel. Published by E. Ransford, Soho Square. 
Price 2s. 


This is an agreeable flowing melody, and we have pleasure 
in commending it, as an early effort of a rising young musician 


‘ THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


of our people, to the special encouragement of our fair sisters 
in the faith of Israel. It is dedicated, by permission, to Sir 
Moses Montefiore. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT, 
Sabb. 10th Decr. 7thofTebet. portion for the week yy. 
to * Fast of mwy 
14 portion for the week spy 
* In commemoration of the commencement of the siege of Jerusalem, 


by Nebuchadnezzar, a. 3336—vide 2nd Kings xxv. 1., Promised 
become a day of joy; vide Zech. viii. 19. 


: NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Vol. I. can be had, stitched, at 4s. 6d.; bound in cloth, at 7s. 
Other correspondents will be answered in our next, 


"WWE REV. SOL. HIRSCHEL.—Recit. Hush ye your 


Sorrow.—Air. Why mourn we for a spirit passed? Sacred Song to the 
Memory of the Rev. Solomon Hirschel; the words by Edw. J. Gill, the music 
composed and dedicated by permission to Sir Moses Montefiore, F. R. S., &e. by 
Louis A. Emanuel, of the Royal Academy of Music. Price 2s. London:— 
Published by E. Ransford, Charles Street, Soho Square; and may be had of the 


Composer 116, Great Portland Street, Cavendish Square. 


EWS’ DAY SCHOOL, 2, Jeffrey's Square, St. Mary Axe. 


I. L. Lindenthal, Secretary to the New Synagogue, begs to call the attention 
of Jewish parents to his establishment, which, founded on Jewish principles, 
affords at the same time all the advantages of a first rate educational institution. 
For testimony on this head, he appeals to the opinion of those who have honored 
his establishment with their occasional inspection, and to the parents who have 
entrusted their children to his care. Annual charge, Twelve Guineas. For particu. 
lars, apply to the proprietor, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helens. 


YOUNG LADY OF THE JEWISH PERSUASION, 


is desirous of engaging herself as resident Governess in a family; she is 
competent to give instruction in the several branches of English education, with 
the rudiments of Hebrew, French and Music.—Satisfactory reference can be given. 
Address ‘‘ M. N."’ To the Office of the “* Voice of Jacob.”’ 


Q\LASSICAL COMMERCIAL ACADEMY, 35, Holloway 


Head, Birmingham.—Mr. G. P. Beyfus, formerly Master of the Jews’ Free 
School, in London, begs to inform the public, that he has vacancies for Three 
Pupils only iu his establishment, which is connected with extensive play grounds, 
and healthfully situated in the best part of the town. His establishment being limited 
to Eight, it embraces. all the comforts of a private family. Mr. B. has established 
a method for;effectually and rapidly promoting a knowledge of all that can be 
desired in modern education.—Terms, per annum, £25; washing, £2 2s.; for 
vacations £2 2s. each. No extras for foreign languages. For particulars, apply 


at 71, Houndsditch, London. 


ARBADOS.—Wanted, for the Synagogue of this island, 


a@ person capable of reading fluently in the Sepher Torah, and conversant 
with the manner of all the offerings, after the Minhag of the Sphardim. He will 
have to present formal credentials, authorising him to act as Shochet and Bodet. 
Salary, 400 Dollars per annum, with a house in the court of the Synagogue, suitably 
furnished, and medical attendance, in need, free of expense; the congregation will 
also defray his passage out. For further particulars, apply to H. Lyon, Esq, 
1, Bury-street, St. Mary Axe, London.—N.B. For a scholar, there are prospects 
of being engaged as teacher to the younger branches of the community. 


and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston. 


Jamaica.—Wanted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of }?M, 
including that of reading the "5D. A good education, Hebrew and English, is 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, t — 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided. Further particulars may 


be obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditch, 
London. 


y ANTED an active Young Man in a Tailoring establish- 

ment, one who has been accustomed to the business will have the [pre- 
ference ; also, a person competent to keep the books andcollect accounts. Security 
to a moderate amount will be required. Apply by letter, post paid, to Mr. B. 
Hyam, 26, Market Street. Manchester. 


Terms or Susscrrption—for delivery free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, 
at the Office, 27, Camomile Street. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxxin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Stertx, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reyno.ps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Basset, 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and ° 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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